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* Who created Christianity?

* What question(s) does Romans answer?

Opening
Questions

 What's the “news” today? Good or bad?

* |s believing that Jesus is the Son of God
enough?




Co-writer — Apostle Paul

 Born as Saul in Tarsus (on the
southern coast of modern-day
Turkey). Likely borne about the
same time as Jesus.

 Schooled as a Pharisee under
the Jerusalem religious famous
Gamaliel.

 Became a traveling missionary
and preacher for the early church;
renamed Paul.

 Worked as an artisan who
made tents — maybe
subcomponents

 Was imprisoned multiple times
by the Roman authorities for his
religious agitation.

* Believed to have co-written 6
letters to the churches.

 Died sometime between AD
62-64; Paul, believed to be in
Rome.



e AD 33 Damascus — Direct
conversion

* AD 33-36 Arabia — Receiving
direct revelation from the Lord
(Gal 1)

* 3 missionary journeys to Asia
minor

 AD 56 Wrote Romans on 3™
journey in Corinth
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Galatians
Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

1 Thessalonians
2 Thessalonians
1 Timothy

2 Timothy
Titus
Philemon
Hebrews
James

1 Peter

2 Peter

1 John

2 John

3 John

Jude
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* Romans ties to other books of
the bible




Paul’s Testimony to Agrippa — Acts 26

1. Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You are permitted to speak for yourself.”

So Paul stretched out his hand and answered for himself: 2 "I think myself
happy, King Agrippa, because today | shall answer for myself before you
concerning all the things of which I am accused by the Jews, 3 especially
because you are expert in all customs and questions which have to do with
the Jews. Therefore | beg you to hear me patiently.

4 “My manner of life from my youth, which was spent from the beginning
among my own nation at Jerusalem, all the Jews know. 5 They knew me
from the first, if they were willing to testify, that according to the strictest
sect of our religion | lived a Pharisee. 6 And now | stand and am judged for
the hope of the promise made by God to our fathers. 7 To this promise our
twelve tribes, earnestly serving God night and day, hope to attain. For this
hope's sake, King Agrippa, | am accused by the Jews. 8 Why should it be
thought incredible by you that God raises the dead?

9 “Indeed, | myself thought I must do many things contrary to the name of
Jesus of Nazareth. 10 This | also did in Jerusalem, and many of the saints |
shut up in prison, having received authority from the chief priests; and
when they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. 11 And |
punished them often in every synagogue and compelled them to
blaspheme; and being exceedingly enraged against them, | persecuted
them even to foreign cities.




Paul’s Testimony to Agrippa — Acts 26

12 “"While thus occupied, as | journeyed to Damascus with authority and
commission from the chief priests, 13 at midday, O king, along the road I saw
a light from heaven, brighter than the sun, shining around me and those who
journeyed with me. 14 And when we all had fallen to the ground, | heard a
voice speaking to me and saying in the Hebrew language, ‘Saul, Saul, why are
you persecuting Me? It is hard for you to kick against the goads.” 15 So | said,
‘Who areYou, Lord?’ And He said, 'l am Jesus, whom you are persecuting.

16 But rise and stand on your feet; for | have appeared to you for this purpose,
to make you a minister and a witness both of the things which you have seen
and of the things which | will yet reveal to you. 17 | will deliver you from the
Jewish people, as well as from the Gentiles, to whom | now send you, 18 to
open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an
inheritance among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

19 "Therefore, King Agrippa, | was not disobedient to the heavenly vision,

20 but declared first to those in Damascus and in Jerusalem, and throughout
all the region of Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent, turn
to God, and do works befitting repentance. 21 For these reasons the Jews
seized me in the temple and tried to kill me. 22 Therefore, having obtained
help from God, to this day | stand, witnessing both to small and great, saying
no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would come—
23 that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the
dead, and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”




Paul’s Testimony to Agrippa — Acts 26

24 Now as he thus made his defense, Festus said with a loud voice, “Paul,
you are beside yourself! Much learning is driving you mad!”

25 But he said, "l am not mad, most noble Festus, but speak the words of
truth and reason. 26 For the king, before whom | also speak freely, knows
these things; for | am convinced that none of these things escapes his
attention, since this thing was not done in a corner. 27 King Agrippa, do
you believe the prophets? | know that you do believe.”

28 Then Agrippa said to Paul, “You almost persuade me to become a
Christian.”

29 And Paul said, "l would to God that not only you, but also all who hear
me today, might become both almost and altogether such as | am,
except for these chains.”

30 When he had said these things, the king stood up, as well as the
governor and Bernice and those who sat with them; 31 and when they
had gone aside, they talked among themselves, saying, “This man is
doing nothing deservmg of death or chains.”

32 Then Agrippa said to Festus, "This man might have been set free if he
had not appealed to Caesar.”



The Depravity of Man —The Bad News




Romans

1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an | Q: (v1) What is a bondservant? (v1)

apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He
promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who was born of the seed of David according
to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we
have received grace and apostleship for obedience
to the faith among all nations for His name,

6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus
Christ;

7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ

!

Q&A

« Awilling slave (Kurios/Doulos relationship)

Q: (v1) What made a person an apostle?

« Chosen by Jesus directly

« Trained by Jesus

» Direct exposure to Jesus and His resurrection
» Power of miracles to demonstrate authority

Q: (v1) What does it mean to be separated to the gospel of
God?

* It means “set apart” or “appointed” by God

Q: (v1) What is “the gospel of God?”
» Gospel means “good news.” The good news is that
everyone who receives His Son by faith is blessed “with

every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ”
(Eph. 1: 3).

Q: (v2/3) What was promised by the prophets?

« Over 322 prophesies about the coming Messiah, the
sinless God-man from the line of David, who would
reconcile man to God, who would willingly pay our price as
a gift, by grace through faith.




Romans

apostle, separated to the gospel of God 2 which He
promised before through His prophets in the Holy
Scriptures, 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our
Lord, who was born of the seed of David according
to the flesh, 4 and declared to be the Son of God
with power according to the Spirit of holiness, by
the resurrection from the dead. 5 Through Him we
have received grace and apostleship for obedience
to the faith among all nations for His name,

6 among whom you also are the called of Jesus
Christ;

7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to
be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our Father and
the Lord Jesus Christ

1 Paul, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, called to be an | q. (v4) what does “declared to be the Son of God” imply?

!

Q&All

« To be the Son of God means He contains all of the essence
of God Himself, meaning Jesus is God/

Q: (v4) What is declared “with power according to the Spirit
of holiness?”

i »  The Holy Spirit conceived Him

» The Holy Spirit accomplished His miracles
» The Holy Spirit accomplished His resurrection
Q: (v4) What did the “resurrection from the dead” signify?

« Power over death, the proof of mans depravity and fall

Q: (v5) What was Paul's response to receiving grace and

direction?

+ Heresponded in obedience, as all Christians are called to
do. He was saved to good works, not because of works

Q: (v5) What is the significance of “obedience to the faith
among all nations?”

» Inclusion of the non-jews into salvation, the gentiles

Q: (v6) Who are “the called of Jesus Christ?”

» 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that
not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest
anyone should boast. 10 For we are His workmanship,

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared

beforehand that we should walk i




Romans

Q&A

8 First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for you Q: (v8/9)What is Paul's response to his calling as a saint?

all, that your faith is spoken of throughout the
whole world. 9 For God is my witness, whom | serve
with my spirit in the gospel of His Son, that without
ceasing | make mention of you always in my
prayers, 10 making request if, by some means, now
at last | may find a way in the will of God to come to
you. 11 For | long to see you, that | may impart to
you some spiritual gift, so that you may be
established—12 that is, that | may be encouraged
together with you by the mutual faith both of you
and me.

13 Now | do not want you to be unaware, brethren,
that | often planned to come to you (but was
hindered until now), that | might have some fruit
among you also, just as among the other Gentiles.
14 1 am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians,
both to wise and to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in
me, | am ready to preach the gospel to you who are
in Rome also.

« Thanking God for his brothers and sister saints
Un-ending, ongoing prayer for the saints

Q: Who are saints?

- All Christians.

Q: (vs 11-13)What was Paul’s aim to visit the Saints in
Rome?
« To share in spiritual fruit

« Paul was a Roman Citizen, this may have affected his
desire to go to Rome as well

Q: Are we doing that today?
* Opendiscussion

Q: (v14) What is a Greek vs Barbarian?

» Just as the Jews believed there are Jews and everyone else
(Gentiles), Greeks believe the same thing. Greeks and
everyone else (Barbarians)




Romans Q&A
16 For | am not ashamed of the gospel of \'mt is the posture of Christians when it comes

\
Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation 0 W o 3
for everyone who believes, for the Jew first + We arg[ not lto Ee ashamed of the gospel, it's the
and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the POBIES 1D SEVEIOn

righteousness of God is revealed from faith to | i g/'etf;?é%_jng hi;hle&?ﬁoglesgv ?gr?]yeesrscgenf?rsés&sylvle

faith; as it is written, “The just shall live by Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies
faith.” Me before men, him | will also deny before My
Father who is in heaven. 34 “Do not think that | |
came to bring peace on earth. | did not come to
bring peace but a sword. 35 For | have come to ‘set
a man against his father, a daughter against her
mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-
in-law’; 36 and ‘a man’s enemies will be those of his
own household.” 37 He who loves father or mother
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who
loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy
of Me. 38 And he who does not take his cross and
follow after Me is not worthy of Me. 39 He who
finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life fo
My sake will find it

« Q: How are we to live then?
- By faith, losing our lives to the Lord




The Christian’s Riches

1 Corinthians/ 2: Isa 64/65 - Eye has not seen, nor ear heard, Nor have entered
eart of man, The things which God has prepared for those who love Him

Iohn 3:16 = Li ife that will never end
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