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Writer — “God is my Judge” (Daniel Himself)
Historical Timeline

605 BC-535BC

* Daniel was in first set of 3 exile events
* 605 (Danial)

» 597 (Ezekiel)

586 BC

When — Written between 536 and 530 BC
Why Exile?

* Judah’s ongoing sin

* Israel had fallen to Assyria in 722 BC

* lsaiah, Jeramiah, Habakkuk, Zephaniah warnings
ignored

Language — 2:4 — 7:28 Aramaic, international language
Purpose(s)
* Encouragement and prophesy

* During Successive gentile domination until Messiah’s
return

* Display of Gods sovereignty
* Major display of miracles
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_ Prophetic Career of Hosea (Early) _ $O0—¥60 BC Prophetic Career of Malac/
_ W —70/ BC Prophetic Career of Isaiah
_ 786 —77 BC Prophetic Career of Jonah — Prophetic Career of Danie/

7 BC Prophetic Career of Elijah - €/ —587 BC Prophetic Career of Habakkvk

- ca &7—798 BC Prophetic Career of Elisha _ 637—588 BC Prophetic Career of Jeremiah

- 735 —700 BC Prophetic Career of Micah
_ Prophetic Career of Joel (Earlyd ® éthe BC Prophetic Career of Hassai

_ ca é5O—&/+ BC Prophetic Career of Nahum
. §77—8587 BC Prophetic Career of Joel




jons

-ty
\‘.
uest




Daniel 5

1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a thousand
of his lords, and drank wine in the presence of the
thousand. 2 While he tasted the wine, Belshazzar gave the
command to bring the gold and silver vessels which his
father Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple which
had been in Jerusalem, that the king and his lords, his
wives, and his concubines might drink from them. 3 Then
they brought the gold vessels that had been taken from the
temple of the house of God which had been in Jerusalem;
and the king and his lords, his wives, and his concubines
drank from them. 4 They drank wine, and praised the gods
of gold and silver, bronze and iron, wood and stone. 5 In the
same hour the fingers of a man’s hand appeared and wrote
opposite the lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the
king's palace; and the king saw the part of the hand that
wrote. 6 Then the king's countenance changed, and his
thoughts troubled him, so that the joints of his hips were
loosened and his knees knocked against each other.

!

Q&A
Q: Who is Belshazzar?

A: Nebuchadnezzar's Grandson

Kings of the Neo-Babylonian Empire

1. Nabopolassar (I~ 627-605 B.C.) (Nabu-
apal-usur)
\
2. Nebuchadnezzar (I~ 605-562) (Nabu-
Kudurri-usur)

|
3. Evi-Merodach (Amél-Marduk) Daughter married 4. Neriglissar (Ner-5. Nitocris
(1~ 562-560) (daughter)
married

gal-Sharezer)
(I~560-556)
| Nabonidus
| (Naba-na'id)
| |
6. Labashi-Marduk 7. Belshazzar
(2 months, ~556)  (Bel-shar-
usur) (&
553-539)

Q: What was he doing?

A: Boosting morale, praying to their deities because of the
advancing Medes & Persians, using the Israelites sacred vessels,
praising the gods of gold, silver, iron, bronze, wood and stone

Q: What did they see?
A: God’s messenger’s hand appearing and writing on the wall

Q: How did this impact Belshazzar?




jwill give the interpretation.”

Daniel 5 = Q&A
Q: Why wasn’t Daniel first consulted?

7 The king cried aloud to bring in the astrologers, the
Chaldeans, and the soothsayers. The king spoke, saying to
the wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads this writing, and
tells me its interpretation, shall be clothed with purple and
have a chain of gold around his neck; and he shall be the
third ruler in the kingdom.” 8 Now all the king's wise men
came, but they could not read the writing, or make known
to the king its interpretation. 9 Then King Belshazzar was
greatly troubled, his countenance was changed, and his
lords were astonished.

10 The queen, because of the words of the king and his
lords, came to the banquet hall. The queen spoke, saying,
“0 king, live forever! Do not let your thoughts trouble you,
nor let your countenance change. 11 There is a man in your
kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy God. And in the
days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom,
like the wisdom of the gods, were found in him; and King
Nebuchadnezzar your father—your father the king—made
him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and
soothsayers. 12 Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge,
understanding, interpreting dreams, solving riddles, and
explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the
king named Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he

A: Daniel seems to have lost favor in the kingdom

Q: Who is the queen mentioned in verse 10?
A: Probably Nebuchadnezzar's wife or daughter




Daniel 5 Q&A
13 Then Daniel was brought in before the king. The king Q: How was it that Belshazzar hadn't “heard” of Daniel?

spoke, and said to Daniel, “Are you that Daniel who is one
of the captives from Judah, whom my father the king
brought from Judah? 14 | have heard of you, that the Spirit
of God is in you, and that light and understanding and
excellent wisdom are found in you. 15 Now the wise men,
the astrologers, have been brought in before me, that they |
should read this writing and make known to me its ‘
interpretation, but they could not give the interpretation of
the thing. 16 And | have heard of you, that you can give
interpretations and explain enigmas. Now if you can read
the writing and make known to me its interpretation, you
shall be clothed with purple and have a chain of gold
around your neck, and shall be the third ruler in the
kingdom.”

17 Then Daniel answered, and said before the king, “Let
your gifts be for yourself, and give your rewards to another;
yet | will read the writing to the king, and make known to
him the interpretation. 18 O king, the Most High God gave

Nebuchadnezzar your father a kingdom and majesty, glory
and honor. 19 And because of the majesty that He gave
him, all peoples, nations, and languages trembled and
feared before him. Whomever he wished, he executed;
whomever he wished, he kept alive; whomever he wished,
he set up; and whomever he wished, he put down.

A: He knew who Daniel was, he mocked the true God and
had likely distanced himself from Daniel

Q: Why does Daniel tell the King to keep his gifts?
A: Daniel did not take credit, he gave it all to God




Daniel 5

20 But when his heart was lifted up, and his spirit was
hardened in pride, he was deposed from his kingly throne,
and they took his glory from him. 21 Then he was driven
from the sons of men, his heart was made like the beasts,
and his dwelling was with the wild donkeys. They fed him
with grass like oxen, and his body was wet with the dew of
heaven, till he knew that the Most High God rules in the
kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He
chooses.

22 “But you his son, Belshazzar, have not humbled your

| heart, although you knew all this. 23 And you have lifted

| yourself up against the Lord of heaven. They have brought
the vessels of His house before you, and you and your
lords, your wives and your concubines, have drunk wine
from them. And you have praised the gods of silver and
gold, bronze and iron, wood and stone, which do not see or
hear or know; and the God who holds your breath in His
hand and owns all your ways, you have not glorified.

Q&A

Q: Why was the review of Nebuchadnezzar’s coming to
the truth important?

A: To demonstrate the sovereignty of God v 23




Daniel 5

24 Then the fingers of the hand were sent from Him, and
this writing was written.

25 “And this is the inscription that was written:

MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN

26 This is the interpretation of each word. MENE: God has

| numbered your kingdom, and finished it; 27 TEKEL: You

| have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting;

|28 PERES: Your kingdom has been divided, and given to the
Medes and Persians.” 29 Then Belshazzar gave the
command, and they clothed Daniel with purple and put a
chain of gold around his neck, and made a proclamation

| concerning him that he should be the third ruler in the
kingdom.

30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the Chaldeans, was
slain. 31 And Darius the Mede received the kingdom, being
| about sixty-two years old.
[

Q&A
Q: What does the inscription mean?

 MENE, MENE - Doubled for emphasis - Counted or
appointed it to be complete

+ TEKEL - Weighed or assessed and found it does measure
up

« UPHARSIN - To be divided to the Medes and Persians, who
were attacking

Q: What happened that night in history?

* Ancient accounts indicate that Persia's General Ugbaru had
troops dig a trench to divert and thus lower the waters of
the Euphrates River; since the river flowed through the city
of Babylon, the lowered water enabled besiegers to
unexpectedly invade via the waterway under the thick
walls and reach the palace before the city was aware on
October 16, 539 B.C..

« Darius the Mede is a title, not a name, this is Cyrus
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Dan 5:18-19
Jer27:5-11

Dan 5:28

Alexander
The “Great”

Latter Days

DANIEL 2 DANIEL 8
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KING OF THE NORTH
(Verses 14.35)
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KING OF THE NORTH
(Verses 30-39)
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TIME

OF THE END
(Verses 40-45)

MICHAEL

STANDS UP
(Chapter 12:1-3)




Kings of the Neo-Babylonian Empire

1. Nabopolassar (" 627-605 B.C.) (Nabu-
apal-usur)

|
2. Nebuchadnezzar (I~ 605-562) (Nabu-
Kudurri-usur)

| |
3. Evil-Merodach (Ameél-Marduk) Daughter married 4. Neriglissar (Ner-5. Nitocris

(I~562-560) gal-Sharezer) (daughter)
(" 560-556) married
| Nabonidus
| (Nabd-na'id)

| |
6. Labashi-Marduk 7. Belshazzar

(2 months, ~556) (Bél-shar-
usur) (&
553-539)




Deportations of the Israelites and Returns
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DEPORTATIONS OF THE ISRAELITES AND RETURNS

. City
Ezion-geber
- Route of exiles from Canaan in Assyrian captivity (2 Kgs. 17:6; 18:11
I Chr. 5:26
# Route of exiles to Canaan in Assyrian captivity (2 Kgr. 17:24-31
Roure of exiles from Canaan in Babylonian caprivity (2 Kgs. 24:12ff
25:11; Jer. 52:28); Exck. 3:15)

Return of exiles under Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel

(Ezr. 1:11; 2:1-2; Neb. 7:6

fi
Rerurn of exiles under Ezra (Ezr. 8:31) and Nehemiah (Neh. 2
&m L2 e i

2:1-11)
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